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male is wingless, and in others, but more rarely, the female also
is wingless; workers are never winged.
The articulation of the abdomen to the median segment
is of considerable importance to the taxonomist. The first
abdominal segment (petiole) is shaped like a knot or a flat
scale, at the base of which is attached the second abdominal
segment: the segments following the petiole constitute the
gaster. In the Myrmicince and some Dorylince, the second
abdominal segment (post-petiole) is somewhat similar to the
petiole; in this case the third abdominal segment and the
succeeding segments constitute the gaster. (Kg. 179.)
The sharp differentiation of the petiole (and the post-petiole
if present) from the gaster is the best character for identifying
ants.
The females and workers in the sub-families Myrmicince,
Ponerince, and Dorylince, are provided with a serviceable sting.
The sexes can be distinguished in several ways: the males
generally have one joint more in the antennae than the females
and workers, but this is not always the case. The eyes of the
male are usually larger, the body more slender, and the man-
dibles smaller and weaker than is the case with the females
and workers. The most obvious distinction, however, is the
well-developed genital armature of the male.
In most species of ants there are three well-defined castes,
viz. male, female, and worker; in a few cases the worker is
absent (Anergates). There are, however, a bewildering series
of forms of each caste which have received special names.
Intermediates between each caste are known. " Ergatan-
dromorpJi" is the name applied to an ant which exhibits both
male and worker characters; similarly a " gynandromorph "
exhibits male and female characters.
The habits of ants, especially in the tropics, are so diverse
that it is impossible to give an account of them here. Nearly
all ants are social, often making huge nests containing thousands
of individuals. These colonies are more or less permanent year
after year.
At certain times of the year, winged males and females leave
the nest, sometimes in great numbers ; copulation takes place
in the air, and when the insects descend to the ground the male
detaches himself from the female and in a short time usually